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Following Health Secretary Andrew 
Lansley’s decision to approve the North 
East Ambulance Service’s application for 
Foundation Trust status the race is on to 
become one of the first members of the 
new Council of Governors.

Over the last few months meetings have 
been held across the North East so that 
members could find out more about what is 
involved in being a foundation trust governor. 
Now members will have the opportunity 
to take the next step by putting their name 
forward for elections which will take place 
during February and March.

‘Get ready for the Election’ sessions will be 
held at eight venues over four days from 
Monday 7 February. Members will be able 
to find out about the way the election works 
including the timetable and how to write an 
effective election statement. 

Tony Slater of UK-Engage, the ambulance service’s 
independent election administrator explained, “We 
want to make sure that everyone who is interested 
in standing for election as a member of the Trust’s 
first Council of Governors has all the information 
and support they need. We will explain the election 
timetable, give some examples of how to write an 
eye catching election statement and we will have a 
photographer on hand so that candidates can have 
their photo taken. There will also be time to answer 
any questions about the elections and what happens 
after the results have been announced. The sessions 
will be quite informal and I would encourage any 
public or staff member who is curious about being a 
Governor to come along.”

The election is a vital part of the process which 
should see the Ambulance Service authorised as 
a Trust by the independent regulator Monitor 
within the next few months. Governors have a 

vital role in the life of a Foundation Trust. Tony Slater 
added “This is a fantastic opportunity for anyone 
interested in the future of local health services. 
The Council of Governors is consulted on plans for 
changes to the way local health services are delivered 
and is responsible for appointing the Trust Chair and 
Non-Executive Directors. The Governors also have 
to approve the appointment of the Chief Executive. 
Governors are accountable to the members who elect 
them and form a vital link to the communities that the 
Trust serves.”

There are places for 21 public members on the Council 
of Governors elected from four constituencies. Six 
members will be elected from the North of Tyne 
constituency and five each will represent South of Tyne, 
Durham and Teesside.

Four staff governors will represent Accident and 
Emergency, Patient Transport Services, Control and 
Contact Centres and Support Services.

Tony concluded “I hope that as many members as 
possible will be able to come along to one of the 
sessions in early February but please remember that 
if you are interested in being a candidate but cannot 
attend you can still find out more about what is 
involved by contacting my office on 0161 209 4808 or 
by email at  neas@uk-engage.org.”

Key Election Dates

Thursday 3 February 
Notice of Election published 
– see www.neambulance.nhs.uk 
or www.uk-engage.org/neas for more details.

Monday 21 February 
Deadline for Nominations.

Tuesday 8  March 
Voting packs sent to members.

Thursday 31 March 
Deadline for ballot papers to be returned.

Monday  4 April 
Election results announced.

Time for the Elections



‘Get Ready for the Election’ sessions

Monday 7th February 
1.30 to 3.30 Strategic Health Authority 
– Millennium Suite 

6.00 to 8.00 Hartlepool Maritime Centre

Tuesday 8th February 
1.30 to 3.30 Rigwood House Saltburn 

6.00 to 8.00 Sunderland Glass Centre

Wednesday 9th February 
1.30 to 3.30 White Swan Hotel – Alnwick 

6.00 to 8.00 Dolphin Centre – Darlington

Thursday 10th February 
1.30 to 3.30 Chester le Street Cricket Club 

6.00 to 8.00 HQ, Newburn Riverside Business Park

How many places are up for election?

Public Members

North of Tyne (Northumberland, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, North Tyneside) 6

South of Tyne (Gateshead, South 
Tyneside, Sunderland) 5

Durham (Co. Durham and Darlington) 5

Teesside (Hartlepool, Middlesbrough, 
Redcar and Cleveland, Stockton-on-Tees) 5

Staff Members

Accident & Emergency and Urgent Tier 1

Patient Transport Services Tier 1

Control & Contact Centres 1

Support Services 1

How to obtain a nomination form

You can get a nomination form by

Phone 

Call UK-Engage on 0161 209 4808 between 
8.30am and 5.00pm Monday to Friday.

Email
Send a message to neas@uk-engage.org 
stating whether you would prefer to receive 
your form by post or email.

Download
You can download a form from  
www.uk-engage.org/neas 

In Person
You can obtain a form from one of the ‘Get 
Ready for the Election’ sessions

Important! Please do not forget that the 
deadline for nominations is Monday 21 
February 2011.

What are the Qualifications  
for being a Governor?

1) You must be a member of the Trust. If you 
are not already a member you can find 
out more by contacting Susan Coldron, 
Membership Officer on 0191 430 2263 or by 
email members@neas.nhs.uk. 

2) You must be aged 18 or over on the day 
nominations close.

3) You must not be a Director of the Trust or 
another NHS Trust.

4) You must not be an undischarged bankrupt, 
have had your estate sequestrated or made a 
composition with your creditors.

5) You must not have been convicted of an offence 
which resulted in a prison sentence of three 
months or more in the last five years (including 
suspended sentences).

6) You must not, in the preceding two years, have 
been dismissed by the Trust or its predecessor 
on any grounds, or in the case of another 
organisation, on any grounds other than 
redundancy or ill health.

7) You must not have verbally or physically abused a 
member of NHS staff, patient, carer or registered 
volunteer or been issued with a Personal Safety 
and Security Warning letter by the Trust.



5 marathons in 5 days 
for charity
Trust members Simon Bage, Revis Phillips and 
Peter Littlewood, who are all policemen based in 
Billingham, along with nurse Lynn Campbell and 
personal trainer Lyndsey Smith will run coast to coast 
from Whitehaven in Cumbria to Tynemouth in just 
five days, between 25th May and 29th May 2011.

They are running to raise money for PC David 
Rathband’s Blue Lamp Foundation which provides 
financial support for emergency services personnel 
injured in a criminal act whilst on duty, and also for 
Help for Heroes who provide financial support for 
members of the British Forces injured on their tour 
of duty. 

For more information on the event and how 
you can help please visit www.wix.com/c2c555/
coast2coast555 and follow the link to Just Giving. 
Alternatively, please e-mail coasttocoast555@aol.
com or visit www.twitter.com/coast2coast555 

Ghana Challenge
Thumbing a lift can be a bit difficult at the best of times 
– more so if your final destination involves crossing the 
Sahara desert!

Newcastle builder James Timpany has set himself a 
challenge to raise money for the Ghanaian Children’s 
Trust to reach the West African country without 
spending any money.

To succeed, James 
must reach the King 
Jesus Charity Home 
(Orphanage) in Kumasi, 
Ghana, using any means 
possible – except for 
air travel.

You can find more details 
by visiting the Facebook 
group, “Journey to 
Kumasi” or on Twitter  
“@journeytokumasi”.

Dates for your diary

Governor Nominations Workshop

Monday 7th February

1.30pm to 3.30pm - North East Strategic Health Authority,  

Newburn Riverside Business Park

6pm to 8pm - Hartlepool Maritime Centre

Tuesday 8th February

1.30pm to 3.30pm - Rigwood House, Saltburn by the Sea

6pm to 8pm - National Glass Centre, Sunderland

Wednesday 9th February

1.30pm to 3.30pm - White Swan Hotel, Alnwick

6pm to 8pm - Dolphin Centre, Darlington

Thursday 10th February

1.30pm to 3.30pm - Chester le Street Cricket Club

6pm to 8pm - North East Ambulance HQ

Medicine for Members

Tuesday 8th March 

2pm - South Tyneside Hospital on the subject of Strokes


