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Specific action required:  Provides Assurance:  For Information:  
 

Board of Directors’ Meeting – 25/07/2019 
Report title: Annual Audit Letter 

Purpose of report: 
The attached report provides a summary of the work completed by 
Mazars LLP as the Trust’s appointed external auditor. 
 

Key issues: 
(key points of the paper, how this supports the 
achievement of the Trust’s corporate 
objectives, overview of risk implications, main 
risk details on page 2) 

The annual Audit Letter summarises the work undertaken by Mazars as 
the appointed external auditor for North East Ambulance Service NHS 
Foundation Trust (the ‘Trust’) and North East Ambulance Service NHS 
Foundation Trust Group for the year ended 31 March 2018.  
 
The auditor’s report issued on 28 May 2019 included the opinion that the 
financial statements gave a true and fair view of the Trust's and Group’s 
financial position as at 31 March 2019 and of its financial performance 
for the year then ended.  It also stated that there were no matters to 
report in respect of the Trust's arrangements to secure economy, 
efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources.  
 
In line with group audit instructions issued by the NAO, it was reported 
that the Trust's consolidation schedules were consistent with the audited 
financial statements and there were no reports in the public interest. 
 
An unmodified limited assurance report on the Quality Report was also 
issued. 
 
Although this letter is addressed to the Trust, it is designed to be read by 
a wider audience including members of the public and other external 
stakeholders. 

Issue previously considered by: The Audit Committee received this report for assurance at its meeting 
on 4th July, 2019. 

Recommended actions: 

To note the attached report for information and presentation to the 
Council of Governors. 

It is also a requirement of the Code of Audit Practice that the Annual 
Audit Letter is publicly available and thus made available on the Trust 
website alongside the Annual Report and Accounts. 

Sponsor / approving director: Kevin Scollay, Group Director of Finance 

Report author: James Collins, External Audit Manager, Mazars LLP 

Governance and assurance 
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Link to CQC / KLOE: 
(please tick) 

Caring Responsive Effective Well Led Safe 

     

Link to Trust values: 
(please tick) 
 
 
(Please explain how this paper supports 
the application of the Trust’s values in 
practice)  
 

Pride Strive for 
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out 

      

 



Any relevant legal / statutory 
issues? 
(Such as relevant acts, regulations, national 
guidelines or constitutional issues to consider) 

External audit responsibilities are defined by the NHS Act 2006 (the 2006 Act) 
and the Code of Audit Practice issued by the National Audit Office (the NAO 

Equality analysis completed 
If this is not relevant please explain 
why: 
 

Yes No Not Relevant 

     

      

Key considerations Details 

Confirm whether any risks that 
have been identified have been 
recognized on a risk register and 
provide the reference number: 

N/A 

Please specify any Financial 
Implications 
 
Please explain whether there are 
any associated efficiency savings 
or increased productivity 
opportunities? 

N/A 

Are any additional resources 
required e.g. staff capacity? N/A 

Is there any current or expected 
impact on patient 
outcomes/experience/quality? 

N/A 

Specify whether appropriate 
clinical and/or stakeholder 
engagement has been undertaken: 
(stakeholders could include staff, other Trust 
departments, providers, CCGs, patients, 
carers or the general public) 

N/A 

Are there any aspects of this paper 
which need to be communicated to 
our stakeholders (internal or 
external)? 
(Please tick – if ‘yes’ then please complete all 
boxes. Please briefly specify the key points for 
communication and ensure the Comms team 
are informed via 
mailto:publicrelations@neas.nhs.uk) 

Yes No Positive Negative 
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